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Abstract 
Education, public awareness and training are the keys towards sustainability. Focusing on the Sekolah Agama Rakyat/SMAR 
(People’s Religious School) and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan/SABK (Religious School of Government Assistance), an 
assessment on school facilities has been done. The research only focused on the physical factors of the SMAR and SABK. 
Quantitative methods were conducted with 16 schools of SMAR and SABK are involved. Findings indicate that SMAR and 
SABK generally do not provide adequate facilities to the students for their education. Therefore there is a need for better 
solutions such as increase in government financial aid, renovation and improvement of school building from government and 
related agencies. 
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1. Introduction  
Ministry of Education, 2005 stated that there are ten types of secondary schools in Malaysia. These schools are 
authorized either by the Ministry of Education, state government, Majlis Amanah Rakyat (MARA, Council of Trust 
for Bumiputra Malaysia), Ministry of Entrepreneurial and Co-operative Development (MECD), Ministry of Defense 
or private organization.  Secondary school placement and enrollment are based on the Ujian Penilaian Sekolah 
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Rendah (UPSR) and Penilaian Menengah Rendah (PMR). Students must sit for Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM), Sijil 
Tinggi Pelajaran Malaysia (STPM), Sijil Tinggi Agama Malaysia (STAM) or a level in order to pursue their study at 
the higher level. 
This research focuses on two type of religious schools in Malaysia which are Sekolah Menengah Agama Rakyat 
(SMAR) or known as People’s Religious School and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan (SABK) or known as 
Religious School of Government Assistance10,7,5 agreed that the poor physical condition of the SMAR lead to its 
closure and decrease the numbers of the students’ enrollment. This is due to the financial management and resources 
problem faced by most of the SMAR in Malaysia. Rosnani (2011) believed that by improving physical conditions of 
SMAR, the school would attract parents and potential students for enrollment. The main objective of this research is 
to assess the current physical condition at SMAR and SABK.  
2. SMAR and SABK in Perak 
Sekolah Agama Rakyat (SMAR) in Malaysia was founded by a group of Muslim scholars known as Kaum Muda.  
The objective of the school is to compete with the vernacular school and also to provide religious curriculum in 
addition to the national curriculum to the local people8. Land, building and school facilities of People’s Religious 
School are provided by the local people. The school is managed by the local community or private organization and 
has its own administration system and not operated under the state government. In addition to that based on the 
research People’s Religious School did not follow any specific guidelines for the school physical planning. The 
table below show the guideline used for secondary school in Perak and Selangor. 
 
Table 1. Guideline For Secondary school in Selangor and Perak 
JPBD Selangor guideline for Secondary school and Islamic secondary 
school 
JPBD Perak guideline for Secondary school  
Facilities 
Component 
i. Fence surround the school 
ii. Signage of school and address in jawi and 
roman 
iii. Toilet  
iv. Field  
v. Canteen and hall 
vi. Flag poles (min 3 units) 
vii. Court 
viii. Library 
ix. Surau 
x. Electric substation 
xi. Shaded pathway 
xii. 1 entrance 
xiii. 1 post guard 
xiv. Lay-by  (min width 3.5m) for school bus 
and car 
xv. Fields can be use by the community 
i. Principal and management office 
ii. Teacher room/ staff room 
iii. Library  
iv. Laboratory and workshop 
v. Canteen 
vi. Hall 
vii. Field/ football field/ netball court 
viii. Court  
ix. Toilet and bathroom 
x. Post guard 
xi. Dumpsite  
xii. Car, motorcycle and bicycle parking 
xiii. Lay-by for bus 
xiv. Pathway 
xv. Surau/ prayer room 
xvi. Water tank and electric substation if necessary  
 
The school layout was divided into 4 main zone according to its 
function which is: 
a. Management Zone 
b. Academic Zone 
c. Residential Zone 
d. Recreation Zone 
 
The 44th Majlis Kebangsaan Bagi Hal Ehwal Ugama Islam Malaysia meeting agreed that Kementerian Pelajaran 
Malaysia will gradually take over state religious schools which include People’s Religious School, Sekolah Rendah 
Agama Negeri, Sekolah Agama Negeri, and Maahad Tahfiz. These school then known as Sekolah Agama Bantuan 
Kerajaan and maintaining Sekolah Agama Rakyat original characteristic. According to Jabatan Agama Islam Perak 
2013, there are 14 Sekolah Agama Rakyat and 27 Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan all over Perak. 
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Table 2.  Sekolah Agama Rakyat and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan in Perak  
District Sekolah Agama 
Rakyat 
Sekolah Agama 
BantuanKerajaan 
Kinta 4 2 
Larut, Matang and Selama 1 3 
Manjung 1 1 
Hilir Perak  3 3 
Kerian 1 7 
Batang Padang  2 1 
Kuala Kangsar 1 8 
Perak Tengah  - 2 
Hulu  Perak  1 1 
Kampar  - - 
   Source: Jabatan Agama Islam Perak JAIPK 2013 
 
3. Education institution in Sustainable development 
Sustainable development comprise of three major factors which are economic social and ecological. In addition 
to that, sustainable city enables people to work, play and live which fulfill their need for social reproduction and 
economic production6 Public building and spaces such as education institution, government, commerce and business 
and leisure building are vital in a city by providing the people focus in the community. Significance of education 
facility in sustainable development is determined by the environment, economy and social changes. Studies on the 
impact on social and environmental are required in measuring the importance and significance of the education 
facility in the sustainable development6. 
4. School Facilities and infrastructure 
Sustainable future can be achieved through education, training and public awareness and school is the important 
medium to deliver education. There are three major components of the school buildings that is believed to effect the 
students learning ability are the thermal quality, acoustic quality and also the school building age [3].  [2] Educators’ 
major challenge is to create or renovate the building design with suitable infrastructure which is in line with the 
technology and new learning approaches and methodology.  Public school that concern with the quality, healthy and 
safety of the school building contribute to the country economy development by providing better quality education. 
[4] There is a relationship between the school facilities and the effect on learning to the student. In addition to that, 
the school facilities are vital as its help to deliver the education and also for knowledge creation and inspiration. 
Teachers are able to deliver and apply their skill much better with assistance of good facilities [7]. [7] Children 
learning ability are influenced by the surrounding atmosphere which consists of school building and the teaching 
facilities. School facilities and infrastructure are provided for specific purpose and also to satisfy the need and 
demands of the students and teachers.  
 
Table 3. Needs for facilities 
Facilities that facilitate teaching and learning Indirect or teaching support facilities 
1) To illustrate concepts  
(2) Provide opportunity for firsthand experience  
(3) For experimentation and demonstration  
(4) For scientific investigation and discovery  
(5) To provide diversity of thoughts  
(6) For observation and inquiry  
(7) For development of scientific attitudes and skills  
(8) To protect the individual and also provide comfort  
(1) To increase instructional effectiveness 
(2) To improve the cleanness, orderliness and safety of facilities  
(3) To reduce the operational cost and life cycle cost of a building  
(4) To extend the useful life of a building  
(5) To increase efficiency and effectiveness of the staff and students  
(6) To  improve building appearance  
(7) To use data collection and analyses for decision making 
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5. Method  
There were two methods adopted for the research which were document analysis and survey questionnaire. 
Document analysis was used in order to identify Sekolah Agma Rakyat and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan in 
Perak, the issues and problems regarding Sekolah Agma Rakyat and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan facilities and 
also recommendation and strategies to improve Sekolah Agama Rakyat and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan. 
1340 survey forms were distributed to parents and teachers of Sekolah Agama Rakyat and Sekolah Agama Bantuan 
Kerajaan. The survey forms were distributed on March 2014 and were returned by postage on May 2014. 
6. Result  
Out of 1340 survey forms only 600 survey forms were returned which consisted of 204 of parent’s survey forms 
and 104 of teacher survey forms. The sample size is decreased due to the incomplete survey form and unreturned 
survey forms from five of the schools.  
 
6.1. Participant  
 
      The respondent consisted of 41% female and 59% male. Majority (57%) of the parents were aged in the range of 
41 to 50 years old while in most (46%) of the teachers were aged in the range of 31 to 40 years old. In general (56%) 
of the parents stated that secondary school is their highest education level and majorities (38%) of them work in 
government sectors. Most of the teachers (69%) had degree in various field while there were 2% of the teachers 
stated secondary school as their highest education level. Majority of the parents' (37.3%) income is less than 100 
Ringgit Malaysia while majority of the teacher (33.7%) stated their income is in between 2001 and 3000 Ringgit 
Malaysia.  54% of the teacher agreed that the workload is incompatible with the salary they received. However 51% 
of the teachers stated that they refused to transfer to public school if the opportunity were given to them.  
 
6.2. School infrastructure  
 
     60.8% of the parents and 75.5% of the teachers agreed that the school do not provide sufficient facilities for the 
students. In addition to that both parents (53.9%) and teachers (61.5%) agreed that lack of school facilities will 
influence the student performance and interest in study. They agreed that facilities such as classrooms, laboratories, 
library, workshop, computer laboratories, toilet and hostel are crucial for student development. The table below 
shows parents’ and teachers’ perception on school infrastructure functions. These schools infrastructures are 
important tools for the sustainable education and future.  
 
                            Table 4. Parents’ and teachers’ perception on school infrastructure functions at SMAR and SABK in Perak 
SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE 
 Parent (%) Teacher (%) 
 Agree Disagree Agree Disagree 
Science laboratories help to encourage the 
students to study science 
69.1 30.9 57.7 42.3 
Experiments conducted in the laboratories give 
the students interesting perspective on sciences 
subject 
77.5 22.5 74.0 26.0 
Laboratories help to improve the students 
understanding and performance in sciences 
subject  
89.2 10.8 90.4 9.6 
Library is one of the important reference sources 
for the students 
94.1 5.9 96.2 3.8 
Computer rooms is one of the important facility 
for the students education 
90.2 9.8 43.3 56.7 
Computer rooms offer the students opportunity to 
explore I.T.  and learn computer skill 
89.7 10.3 91.3 8.7 
Technical workshops provide the students a 
platform to learn skill about machines, tools, 
44.1 55.9 31.7 68.3 
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techniques and more. 
Surau is one of the places for the students to get/ 
gain informal education on religion 
42.2 57.8 31.7 68.3 
The school surau projects/ reflects the image of 
religious school 
97.5 2.5 99.0 1 
Field and courts help to contribute to the students 
health  
96.1 53.9 39.4 60.6 
Field and courts are important for the students to 
practice sports if they want to be a professional 
players 
 
92.2 7.8 96.2 3.8 
Hostel is very important facility for students 86.3 13.2 98.1 1.9 
The students can study and focus better if they 
stay at hostel 
77.5 22.5 88.5 11.5 
Sick room should be provided at the school to 
ensure the students get to rest and care if they are 
sick at school 
91.7 8.3 95.2 4.8 
The students are at comfortable condition when 
they are sick is one of my concerns 
96.1 3.4 93.3 6.7 
A counselling session should be held at a proper 
and private place  
95.6 4.4 98.1 1.9 
Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013 
 
The table shows the findings gathered from the schools that had returned the survey forms. The findings 
indicated parents and teachers from 6 out of 9 schools stated that the laboratories provided at the school are 
insufficient. Both parents and teachers from 5 of the schools also agreed that the computer lab is either insufficient 
or dysfunctional. In addition to that there are need and demand for the language lab and also multimedia room even 
though the facilities are not listed in the guideline. (Refers to table 2) 
 
                             Table 5. Findings on provision of physical facilities in SMAR and SABK 
Schools Findings 
SMA Mahaad 
Abbasiyah 
x There is no science lab and computer lab provided at the school  
x There is no provision for bicycle and motorcycle parking  
SABK Maahad Al-
Aziz 
 
 
x Currently there are only one science lab and one computer lab 
provided to cater for the entire student at the school. 
x There is demand for language lab and multimedia room even 
though it was not one of the facilities enlisted in the guideline  
 
SMA Al-Ehya 
Diniah 
 
 
x Science lab, computer lab and workshop are not provided at the 
school even though they were important facilities for the students. 
x   There is also no provision for the multipurpose hall at the school 
SABK Maahad Al-
Yahyawiyah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
x Number of student per classroom is exceed the maximum number 
as per guideline 
x There is demand for language lab even though it was not one of the 
facilities enlisted in the guideline 
x Warden residential is not provided at the school 
SABK Maahad 
Nurul Fadzliah 
 
 
x There are one science lab and computer lab to accommodate the 
student needs.  
x The teachers also demand for a meeting room even it was not listed 
in the guideline 
 
SMA Ad Diniah Al 
Islamiah 
 
x The school does not has computer lab and science lab  
x There is no provision for visitors parking  
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SMA Raudatul 
Maarif Al Islamiah 
 
 
x There are only one science lab and computer lab provided to 
accommodate for the entire school 
x The library size is too small and not big enough to cater for the 
entire school. 
x The school is not provided with a field 
x Even it is not listed in the guideline the respondent request to have 
multimedia room at the school 
SABK Maahad Al 
Iman As Syafie 
 
 
x There is no provision for the multipurpose hall at the school  
x There is demand for multimedia room and language lab even 
though it was not listed in the guideline by JPBD 
SMAR Al Hidayah x The computer lab provided is not functional 
Source: Fieldwork 2013 
7. Conclusion  
1The school management should be responsible in identifying the facilities condition and decided the right action 
that should be taken. Evaluation of the environment and physical facilities of the school is important in order to 
identify the suitable improvement needed for the school. Student performance can be improved through the 
teachers’ and educators’ role as3 stated that school building is only the minor factor effecting students compared to 
their home environment.  
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